
DECEMBER 1986 

Across The Fence 
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs Newsletter VOL. 10 NO. 3 

THE EDITOR'S CHRISTMAS WISH LIST 

FIRST I WANT TO WISH every individual stamp club rnernber and 
every member club of the WiscoY,siY, FederatioY, of Starnp Clubs 
a very Merry Christrnas and a Happy New Year. 

SECOND I wish for myself the health, strength (both rnental 
and physical), aY,d the stamina to produce iY,creasingly better 
issues of ACROSS THE FENCE during the coming year. 

THIRD I wish that iY,dividuals, member clubs, and dealers will 
keep me supplied with all newsworthy information and 
appropriate articles for ACROSS THE FENCE. 

FOURTH I wish that SCOTT will get its act together to best 
serve both individual collectors and dealers. 

FIFTH I wish our officers and diretors of WFSC good luck in 
adding a nurnber of new member clubs and in performing their 
duties to the best of their abilities. 

SIXTH I wish that iY,dividuals and dealers will r,1ake good use 
of advertising iY, ACROSS THE FENCE during the cor,1ing year. 
It provides helpful information and helps pay the bills' 

SEVENTH I wish all of our good friends, THE STAMP DEALERS 
OF AMERICA (especially Wiscc,nsin dealers) a successful aY,d 
prosperous 1987. 

EIGHTH and last but not least - PEACE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

Wally Black, Editor 
ACROSS THE FENCE 



EDITOR'S NOTE: With this issue we welcome Lois Heft as a new 
contributor. Lois will be contributing a regular column on 
Charity Seal Collecting. Collectors of seals and other 
"Cinderellas" will welcome information on this area of 
specialization. 

THE CHRISTMAS SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

by Lois Heft 

"We need at least three hundred dollars to keep this open air 
tuberculosis shack operating, or else we will have to turn the 
people we have in here out." These were the words Emily Bissell 
heard from her cousin, Dr. Joseph P. Wales. Dr. Wales and a few 
other Wilmington, Delaware, physicians had been operating the 
tubercolosis "shack" for three years. 

Little funding was available in the United States to fight 
tuberculosis and care for its victims. Denmark is officially 
credited with having originated and first used the Christmas Seal 
to raise funds to combat tuberculosis, although Sweden issued 
their first seals for that purpose in 1904, the same year as 
Denmark. 

In the year 1907, Emily Bissell, a resident of Wilmington, 
Delaware, had already done a lot of fund raising for good causes. 
However, her most challenging opportunity was yet to come. She 
remembered reading about a Christmas stamp originating in Denmark 
in 1904 which had been inspired by Einar Holboell, a postal 
clerk. It was sold in post offices, not for postage, but to 
raise money for a sanitarium for tubercular children, and it 
brought in many times the amount of money needed. 

At that time Delaware had one of the highest rates of 
tubercular death in the nation and it was then that Emily Bissell 
started her campaign to create a Christmas stamp to raise money 
for the tuberculosis victims of Delaware. The obstacles she 
faced did not deter her. 

The obstacles were tremendous. She approached the Delaware 
Red Cross and they agreed to permit the use of the red cross on 
the stamp but the national organization had fund restrictions on 
such a Christmas stamp. The postmaster general would not permit 
sales at the stamp window in post offices. He also predicted 
failure of the idea. Advertising and publicity experts tried to 
dissuade her from such as "foolish proposition". Prettier 
Christmas stickers could be bought for one-tenth the cost. 
Fund-raisers for a penny did not make sense. 

But, nevertheless, she went right ahead with her project. 
She had raised a grand total of forty dollars and persuaded a 
printer she knew to print 50,000 of the Christmas stamps she had 
designed with payment when she could. 
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In due course the stamps were ready, and a group of woman 
volunteers went to work putting them in small envelopes for 
payment with the following verse printed on it: 

25 Christmas stamps 
One penny apiece. 
Issued by the Delaware Red Cross to 
Stamp out the white plague. 
Put this stamp, with message bright 
On every Christmas letter. 
Help the tuberculosis fight, 
And make the New Year better. 
These stamps do not carry any kind of mail, but 
Any kind of mail will carry them. 

At noon on December 7, 1907, Lillie Ray in a nurses uniform 
stood at a table in the lobby of Wilmington's main post office to 
start this country's first sale of Christmas stamps. The day's 
sales came to $25. Determined to spur the public interest, on 
December 11th she took a train to Philadelphia to see if the 
North American, the city's leading newspaper, widely read in 
Delaware, would do something to help. But here too, she met 
opposition as the editor was appalled at mentioning Christmas in 
connection with such a deadly disease. 

Still she was not deterred. Another staff member of the 
newspaper wrote the daily column, "The Optimist", and also had 
written a book, THE PEOPLE AGAINST TUBERCULOSIS. She contacted 
the author, Leigh Mitchell Hodges, who had a great understanding 
of the problems surrounding tuberculosis. He saw at a glance 
that this was something to lead the fight against a dread foe. 

Thus was born the Christmas Seal of the United States. 
Though the first year sales of the seal realized only $3,000, in 
1908 sales reached $135,000. All this from the determination and 
stick-to-it-iveness of one grand lady. President Theodore 
Roosevelt called Emily Bissell "America's most useful citizen.• 

In 1910 the Red Cross asked the Nation Tuberculosis 
Association to manage the annual campaign. The name "Christmas 
stamp" was changed to "Christmas seal" to avoid confusion. In 
1919 the Association became the sole sponsor of the "Christmas 
Seal", and in 1920, the Red Cross symbol was replaced with the 
double barred adaptation of the Lorraine Cross, the official 
international emblem of all tuberculosis organizations. 

The National Tuberculosis Association has branched out into 
other related areas. This is a cause everyone can join in 
without great sacrifice financially. The seal continues to 
prosper by reason of its purpose --helping humanity! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

THE END 
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J-IIGJILIGJ-ITS OF WISCOPEX '86 

WISO'.)PEX '86, the 55th Annual Convention and Exhibition of the Wisconsin Federation 
of Stamp Clubs, was hosted by the Milwaukee Philatelic Society on September 27-28, 1986, 
at Milwaukee's MECCA. It was undoubtedly a successful event, having received many favor
able carments fran visitors, exhibitors, and the 30 bourse dealers. The show was well 
attended and featured several exhibits of exceptionally high quality. Meeting rooms were 
almost continuously occupied with the daily schedule of events, where nine state clubs 
held either annual or interim gatherings. 

The WFSC offered a free gift to logo-button wearers, distributed member club 
publicity, and delightfully reported brisk sales of a special show cover. Maryann &mnan, 
who operated the Youth Activity Center, was kept busy handing out a substantial number of 
goodie bags, and pranoting philately among the juniors with some wonderfully creative 
activities. Of special mention, was her fascinating "Original Gum Tree"! 

Those who attende<i the annual banquet enjoyed a sumptuous meal with fellow philate
lists, and witnessed the presentation of a special award given to Mary Ann Sarsfield
Koerner, for her many years of dedicated service as WFSC Treasurer. Show Chairman, 
Douglas Galaszewski, announced exhibit award winners, as detennined by Judges Chuck Rebek, 
Ken Schmidt, and apprentice Jim Hale. Eighteen exhibitors were recognized, including 
five juniors. 

ADULT OPEN CLASS 

Best In Show - LDMBARDY-VENETIN 1850-1858 by Daniel Hammell 

First Grand - TAYLOR COUNTY POST OFFICES by Frank Moertl 

Second Grand - U.S. NAVAL AIRSHIPS AKRON AND MACON by Doug Galaszewski 

Gold Awards - RHEIN-MAIN PIONEER AIR POST 1912 by Roger Syzmanski 
AMERICA'S BEAUTIFUL NATIONAL PARKS by Mary Ellen Daniel 

Silver Awards - MY COLLECTION OF FIRSTS by David Kroll 
WISCONSIN FOREIGN MAIL by John Taddy 
STATUE OF LIBERTY ON U.S. STAMPS AND POSTAL STATIONERY by 

Mary Ellen Daniel 

Bronze Awards - LIECHTENSTEIN 1912-1985 by Warren Tews 
THE OVERRUN COUNTRIES by Bob Meyer 
THANKS FOR THE SMOKE by Wm. Grosnick, Sr. 

JUNIOR CLASS 

Gold Award and JPA Medal and Ribbon - STEAM LOCOMOTIVES by Mike Restow 

Silver Award and Harris Ribbon - LIFE OF SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER by Shawn Magnus 

Bronze Awards - HORSE TAILS by Kiley Weigt 
MUSICAL MEDLEY by Jennifer Klug 
AMERICAN INVENTORS by A. J. Blank 

SPECIAL AWARDS 
Champion of Champions C,old (WFSC) - POLISH LEGIONS OF PILSUDSKI 1914-1918 by 

David Stefanie 

Champion of Champions Runner-up Gold - PACIFIC FLIGHT PATH by Greg Schmidt 

Best Wisconsin Postal History (WPHS Award) - WISCONSIN FOREIGN MAIL by John Taddy 

Best Wisconsin County Postal History (W~IB Award) - TAYLOR COUNTY POST OFFICES by 

Frank Moertl 
First Day Cover Collectors of Wisconsin Award - AMERICA'S BEAUTIFUL NATIONAL 

PARKS by Mary Ellen Daniel 

CONGRATULATIONS '1'0 THESE EXHIBITORS WHO CONTRIRUTED A TOTAT. ()F 73 PAr.F.S! 
The theme for WISO'.)PEX '86 was ICNORING AMERICA'S STAI.IP CLUBS. A cacheted cover 

with special cancel designed by Howard M. Sherpe, and franked with a 22,; "Stamp Collecting" 
booklet stamp may be obtained for Sl.00 ea.; $3.50 set of 4. Send payment and SASE to: 
Robert F. Meyer, P . 0. Box 25802, Milwaukee, WI 53225 . 

4 



JOINING WITH JUNIORS 

BY MARYANN BOWMAN 

season's Greetings to all my philatelic friends! As the old 
year comes to an end and the New Year approaches, set a club goal 
to encourage juniors to belong to your club. If you haven't started 
a junior program, you may want to set aside 30-45 minutes at least 
once a month and devote it to activities that your junior -mbers 
will enjoy. 

As my Christmas gift to you this month, I'd like to suggest a 
few new activities for you to try with your juniors. Let me know 
how they worked out. 

watch the philatelic press (Linns, Stamp Collector. etc.) for 
offers of free packets of stamps or other philatelic gifts. Take 
some club time to help them write a letter and properly address the 
envelope. If required, teach them the meaning of SASE and help in 
the preparation of one. If club funds are not a problem, perhaps 
the club could even purchase the postage. Encourage use of colll'llem
orative stamps on the SASE so that the child's collection continues 
to grow. 

Need an activity for both juniors and adults alike? Our club 
had a "rip roarin'" good time with this activity presented by Bob 
Mather. You will need enough copies of old philatelic newspapers 
for each participant to have one. The leader calls out one stamp 
term at a time. Suggested terms might include inverted stamp design, 
French stamp, commemorative stamp, coil pair, etc. As the term is 
called, participants search their newspaper for an example, tearing 
(ripping) it out of the newspaper and raising his hand. The first 
one to find the term called is immediately given a token prize such 
as a used stamp. Another term is called and the game proceeds as 
described above. At the end of the game, you could give a special 
prize to the person who had accumulated the most used stamps. This 
activity is quite noisey (as they roar out that they have found the 
item), but alot of fun is had by all. 

Karen weigt of the Badger Club in Madison reports that her 
juniors had fun with a mini- lesson on PNC's (plate number coils). 
A large batch of all-alike coil stamps were placed in a pile in the 
center of the table. The children were told that several of the 
stamps were different from the rest and that the person who found 
the "different" one would be able to keep it • . The children had to 
look carefully for the difference. You might even want to have a 
hand lens or magnifying glass handy for this lesson if things get 
really tough. The "different" stamp, of course, was the stamp that 
contained the small plate number beneath the stamp design. 

Next month I'd like to present some activities for you to try 
at the junior table during your next stamp exhibition. If you have 
an idea you'd like to share, please write to MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. 
Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 53187. 

5 



PHILATELIC TRIVIA 

Our trivia questions this month take on a holiday theme . As 
the questions require longer answers than normal . we will have 
only four questions this month. Correctly answering these questions 
could make you a winner! 

1. Name the four plants on the 1964 block of four U.S. Christmas 
stamps. 

2. The U.S. 1977 Christmas issues portrayed a holiday mailbox 
on one and George Washington on the other. How was Washing
ton portrayed? 

3. The Peace Dove Christmas issue of 1974 was different from 
most stamps in a variety of ways. Name at least 3 of these 
differences. 

4. What were the toys pictured on the se - tenent Christmas block 
of four that were issued in 1970? 

Submit your answers in letter or postcard. Be sure your entry includes your name , club affiliation, and whether you are an adult or 
junior member. All entries must be received by the last day of the 
month. Three philatelic prizes will be awarded from a drawing made 
of correct answers. A future ATF will give the correct answers and 
name the winners. The prize will be sent to the club president or 
representative for presentation at a regular club meeting. Send 
entries to Gene Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 53187. 

Answers to the November contest were 1) the Columbian Exposi~ion, 
2) Farley's Follies, 3) Tete Beche, 4) Universal Postal Union, and 
5) 1894. 

ATF-ATF-ATF-ATF-ATF-ATF 
BUTTON, BUTTON. WHO' S GOT THE BUTTON? 

The Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs 
has set aside a set of the Ameripex souvenir 
sheets for Ameripex button holder #241. If 
the person will identify himself/herself 
before December 18, the prize will be theirs. 
If the prize is not claimed, another number 
will be drawn each month until the prize is 
claimed. save your button and watch the fu -
ture issues of Across the Fence. To claim 
your prize, send a postcard or letter identi
fying yourself by name and adress to MaryAnn 
Bowman. P.O. BOX 1451 Waukesha, WI 53187. 

STAMP LICKER 

Recently an area postal clerk was ar r ested while helping a 
customer lick some stamps. It seems that the postal cler k 
did not have a ''licker license•• . 

..••• from The Valley Philatelist 

INTERESTED IN FIRST DAY COVERS? 

The Wisconsin Chapter o f the Americar, First Day Cover Society 
<AFDCSl is always ir-,terested in r,ew members. Just cor,tact 
Presider,t Paul Thoman, 204 Berkeley Drive, Neenah, WI 54956-
4606 for informati on. He'll be glad to hear from you. 
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The Central 
Wisconsin 

Stamp Club 
.. _ .. Wishes you a 
i ! Merry Xmas & 
~;. ~ Invites you to 

" Cenwispex '87 



Wm. B. Robinson 
1641 Bruce 

Green Bay, WI 

er~ 
Ln. 

54303 

SPECIAL OFFERS FOR STAMP CLUBS AND CLUB MEMBERS' 

SUPER VARIETY 

ARE YOU RECEIVING YOUR FREE ILLUSTRATED PUBLIC AUCTION AND 

"STAMP HUNTER" MAIL SALES CATALOGS? 

INCLUDES U.S. AND FOREIGN SINGLES, COVERS AND COLLECTIONS! e 6•n::::n:~:s::::.:::: ;::~~,o,s ti 
------M■E■R■R■Y■C■H■R■l■S■T■M■A■S■! ■'---•---■H■A■P■P■Y-NE■W-Y■E■A■R■1■!-----• 

?l~ 

ITALIAN AMERICAN 
STAMP CLUB 

8 

OUTAGAMIE 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 



_;,,t•' · , 

\,,,, . ' 

MERRY CHRISTMAS - HAPPY NEW YEAR 
FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE 

MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Invites All 

WISCONSIN FEDERATION MEMBERS 
To Attend 

MILCOPEX 87 

March 6 - 7 and 8, 1987 
MILWAUK.c;E CONVENTION CENT.SR 

500 West Kilbourn 
'3 
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OSHKOSH 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

EASONS GREETINGS 
FROM THE WAUKESHA 
'OUI',TY PHILATELIC 

SOCIETY 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

WAUWATOSA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
WISHES YOU 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 



8EPROVED JUDGE§ AND APPRENTI~s JYQ§s§ 

Chuck Rebek, of the Wauwatosa club, has JUSt provided us wi th 
the following li st of Approved Judges and Apprent i ce _Judges 
for the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clu bs. This list is 
effective as of September 27, 1985. 

JUDGES 
Carl T. Skupski, 7300 W. Dean Rd., Milwaukee 41 4 /355-1430 
Wm. "Jim" Maher, 150 Terrace Lane, Hartlar,d 4-14/357-2953 
Daniel Rhodes, 1719 Mar,itowac Ave., Milwaukee 414/7£4-3548 
Jack Green, 5429 Gettle Ave., Madison 508/235-£2£8 
Frank Jennic k, P.O. Box 1197, Wauke sha 414/958-4523 
Ch uck Rebek , £440 W. North Ave., Wauwatosa 414/771-9100 
Erik Martini, P.O. Box 125£, Milwau kee 
W. E. Claflin, 4275 N. 85 St., Milwaukee 414/461-2552 
Frank Moertl, N95 W32259 Ci::illr,ty Line Rd., Hartland 
Ken Schmidt, 9224 W. Burleigh, Milwaukee 414/447/6£00 
James Hale. 5401 Raymor,d Rd., Madisor, 508/271-33€.1 
Vern Witt, 2 422 N. 9th St ., Sheboy gan 414/458-3757 
APPRENTICE JUDGES 
Christopher Northwood, 2500 Church St, Stevens Pt. 

715 /341-7131 Emil DuJanovic, 5057 N. 91 St., Milwaukee 414 /4£1-£301 
Greg Schmidt, 8 70 Bengal Rd., Neenah 414/722-1440 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL PHILATELIC LITERATURE E818 
The Cardine! Spellman Philatelic Museum will hold a Phila
telic Literature Fai r on March 21 ar,d 22, 1987 ir, West or, MA, 
according to R. W. Dillaway, Executive Director. No fees or 
applicati on forms are necessary to enter the Fair. 
Literature shoul d be received at the Museuro by February 28, 
1987. Materials will be placed in the categories of Books 
and Handbooks; Catalogs ; or Periodicals. They will be Judged 
by three well-known philatelic experts. 

Order forms which you ser,d will be placed alongside yo11r 
material. Literature which need not be returned to you will 
be added t o the Museum Library. Such material will be 
gratefully acknowledged, and may be taken as a tax deduction. 

A Literature Auction will be held on Satur day, March 21 , and 
they look forward to it being Just as successful as last 
year's. If there are any questions please contac t: 

R. W. Dillaway, Executive Direct or 
Cardinal Spellman Philatelic Museum, Inc. 
235 Wellesley Street 
Weston, Massachusetts 02193 

The new mailing address for the 
Green Bay Club is as follows: 

GREEN BAY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
P. 0. Box 9552 
Green Bay, WI 54308-9€.52 
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CLOSED ALBUM 

OiAilL.E.S .Sil.KOO Al'.E1 
Passed Away November 17, 1986 

Honorary Life Member 
Sheboygan Stamp Club 

Member since 1946 



!~§§ CHRISTMAS §I8~E E!B§I ~8Y QE !§§~s 

Received the following from Bob Maher of the Wisconsin Stamp 
Suggestion Committee ... 

"At the aY,nual FederatioY, meetiY,g in September I was 
asked to d r aw up form letter s regarding the first day o f 
i ssue site for the 1988 Christmas stamp at Juda, Wisconsin 
f o r inserti o n iri "Across the Fence". 

Er,cl o sed fiY,d these form letter s aY,d it is hoped that 
each and every club in the federati o n will use them and send 
them ir1. Perhaps you can iY1clude some c o mmeY,ts along this 
line as every letter is irnportant in o u r effort t o o btaai n 
this event at Juda." ... 

Use your club letterhead in s e nding the f o ll o wing suggested 
letters. We need the s upport o f e v e r y club as o btaining this 
"first day " wi l l be a real co up for WFSC. 

Date. _ __________ _ 

Ci t izen' s St amp Advisory Coornittee 
C/0 , t amps Di vision 
U. S. Postal Service 
Room 5800 
475 L' Enfant Pl aza 
Washingt on, D. C. 20262 

Dear Coornittee members : 

The membership of_~~~~-~~-----,-,~---,,-~---,-----,-------,,~-is hereby on r ecord as 
being in support of Juda, Wisconsin as the firs t day of issue si te for the 1988 
Cont empor ary Chris tmas s t amp. Juda, the only town i n the U. S. with thi s bibl ical 
name i s very active phila te l ically and would suppor t such an event with zeal and 
enthusiasm. 

We whol eheartedly recOITTTiend that you give serious consi der a tion to this site 
for this mos t noteworthy phila t elic event . 

Thanking you for your kind consider a t ion , we are ••••• 

Sincer ely, 

(Club Name) ____________ _ 

(Authorized 
Signature) _ ______________ _ 
12 



(Date) _________ _ 

United States Postal Service 
Marketing Department 
475 L'Fnfant Plaza SW 
Washington D.C. 20260-6300 

The membership of is herby on record 
as being in support of Juda, Wisconsin as the first day of issue site for the 1988 
Contemporary Qrristmas stamp. Juda, the only town in the U.S. with this biblical 
name is very active philatelically and would support such an event with zeal and 
enthusiasm. 

We wholeheartedly recommend that you give serious consideration to the Juda 
site for this most noteworthy philatelic event. 

'Illanking you for your kind consideration of this matter, we are ••••• 

Sincerely, 

(Club Name) ______________ _ 

(Authorized 
Signature) _________________ _ 

WISCONSIN FEDERATION-------WISCONSIN FEDERATION 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs r,ow has 29 member 

clubs with 11 363 member,;. Let's make it 30 and 1400 before 
the new year. 

WISCONSIN PHILATELIC HALL OF FAME 

Last chance to get your r,ominations in by Jar,uary 1, 
1987. You must have someone withir, your club who qualifies 
for the class of 1987 The qualifications required fc,r all 
nominees are as follows: 

a. Contributions of a purely local club nature shall not 
be the sole reasor, for select ior, to the Hal 1 of Fame. 

b. A dec&ased philatelist may not be r,ominated or 
considered for selection until three years after 
hi&/her death, 

Send your nomination(s) together with a statement 
identifying the nominee, a short philatelic biography, and 
the reasons why that person should be selected to the 
Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of fame to: 

Karer, Wei gt, Sec• y, WFSC, 221 So. Ower, Drive, 
Madi&on, WI 53705 

Each nominee must be r,ominated by a club member ar,d 
seconded by two other member clubs. It is suggested that 
nominating club make arrangements with the seconding clubs 
provide those seconds, and that the nominating club send 
their nomination and the seconding nominations to the 
secretary. 
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NEWS FROM MILWAUKEE 

87 •.• Copies of the exhibitor rules for MILCOPEX 
87 are available to collectors interested in exhibiting. It 
wi 11 be held at Mecca, Friday thru SuY,day, March 6-8, 1987. 

The theme of the 1987 stamp show will be the 200th 
anniversary of the U. S. Constitution. Over 2500 pages of 
stamp exhibits from throughout the natioY, will be shown. 
Fifty seven dealers will be on hand. 

MILCOPEX is aY, opeY, show. Exhinitors Y,eed not be 
members of the Milwaukee Philatelic Society. Write for free 
exhibit rules to Mary Ann Sarsfield Koerner, Chairman, 
MILCOPEX 87, P. 0. Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI 53201. Adult 
entry fee is $3. 00 per rame. Juniors nc, charge. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + 

Not so trivial trivia --- Did you know that the October 
meeting of the Milwaukee club was its 1661st meeting ....••• 

35 roembers of the Milwaukee club attended CHICAGOPEX. A 
great t urY, out. 

NEED A CHRISTMAS GIFT? 

APPRECIATED BY COLLECTORS & NON-COLLECTORS ALIKE 

WISCONSIN ON STAMPS - $7.25 POSTPAID 

WI BIRD & FLOWER STAMP PIN $3,50 POSTPAID 

SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY TO MARYANN BOWMAN, P.O. BOX 
1451, WAUKESHA, WI 53187. PROCESSED SAME DAY AS 
ORDER ARRIVES. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO WISCONSIN 
FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS, 

~s~§ FROM WALWORTH ~Q~~IY 

We can't leave out a bit of news about our owY, stamp 
club. IY, September the Walworth County Stamp Club had 
another very successful show in Lake GeY,eva. 12 dealers 
participated aY,d the club JLmiors ray, a very successful 
11 Juydor' s Sale Table". Several hur1dred people visited eacr-1 
day of the show and all of the dealers were very pleased with 
the results. Dave Valley, a JLmior member, won first prize 
among exhibitors for his "Baseball First Day Covers" exhibit. 

The annual baY,quet was held in November abd wi 11 be 
followed up by a Christmas party iY, December. Their slogaY, 
of the month •..• 

DISCOVER STAMP COLLECTING 
THE HOBBY OF A LIFETIME! 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

from 

A FRIEND OF WFSC 

For all of you coil enthusiasts the USPS has issued an addition 
to the transportion series. The 25c Bread Wagon stamp, printed 
in brown, depicts a bread wagon from the 1880s. The stamp, which 
is intended for use primarily in stamp vending equipment, is 
being manufactured only in coils of 3,000. A single-digit plate 
number will appear on every 52nd stamp. 

November 22 was the FIRST DAY OF ISSUE and the first day 
ceremonies were held at VAPEX '86 at Virginia Beach, VA. Our 
federation secretary, Karen Weigt, represented Wisconsin at this 
convention. 

The U.S. Postal Service announced on November 20, 1986 that 
precanceled stamps and stationery items will be counted toward 
the total postage on covers submitted for first day or other 
philatelic cancellations. Formerly, these items were considered 
valid for postage only when used as part of a bulk mailing. For 
philatelic purposes, 22-cents in mint postage had to be added to 
any precanceled item in order to receive a first day 
cancellation. 

In the future, additional postage need only make up the 
difference between the value of the precanceled item and the 
22-cent First-Class rate. For example, customers ordering first 
day cancellations of the 8.5-cent precanceled Maytlower envelope 
(to oe issued December 4) should add 14 cents postage to meet the 
First-Class rate. Under previous policy, 22 cents in mint 
postage would have been required. 

The policy change is designed to reduce the overall cost to 
collectors for obtaining first day cancellations. The Postal 
Service noted that it also is consistent with a recent change in 
regulations which permits the use of precanceled stamps and sta
tionery for non-bulk mailings. The conditions under which those 
items may be used were specified in Philatelic Release No. 64. 

Ilfil,T .QM:: ~AN.CELLATION lN.t:Q 

The following first day cancellation totals have been 
reported by the Postal Service: 

1986 Love stamp 
Public Hospitals stamp 
Duke Ellington stamp 
Republic of Texas stamp 

(San Antonio cancellation only) 
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Stamp Show Calendar 
DeceMber 6-7: UWMPSEX 1 86. UWM Unior, Ballroo r,,, 

2200 E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee 

December 14: Green Bay Christmas Stamp ar,d Coiro Show. 
Wm. B. Robinsor,, Dowr,towr, Holiday Inn, Greer, Bay 

1987 Dates 

E~~C~!CY ~: CENWISPEX, Central Wiscoonsin Stamp Club. 
Mead Inn, Wisconsin Rapids 

February 14-15: KECOPEX '87, Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club. 
Holiday Inn, Kenosha 

February 22: Greer, Bay Winter Stamp ar,d Coir, Show. 
Wm. B. Robinson, Dowr,town Holiday Inr,, Green Bay 

!!!~cl:;!:! 2=2• MILCOPEX, Milwaukee Philatelic Society. 
Bruce Hall, Mecca, Milwaukee 

8E!t:il 4-5: SHEPEX '87, Sheboygar, Stamp Club. 
Sh;boygar, Rehabilitatior, Cer,ter. 1305 St. Clair Ave., 
Sheboygan 

8E!Ci! !!=E;: BAYPEX '87, Green Bay Philatelic So c i ety. 
Day's Inn, Greer, Bay 

8E!Ci! s;i=s§: POLAPEX '87, Polish - Americar, Stamp Club, 
Kilbourn / Walker Halls, Mecca, Milwaukee 

8E!t:i! g9=g§: LACOPEX, Lake Count y Philatelic Society. 
Lakehurst Mall, Waukegar,, Illir,ois 

8E!t:i! g9: Public Auctior, #21, Downtowr, Holiday Inn. 
Wm. B. Robinso r,, 1541 Bruce Lane, Greer, Bay, WI 54303 

!!!!l!Y J: Gr een Bay S pr i r,g Stamp and Coi r, Shc,w. 
Wm. B. Robinson. Oowntowr, Holiday Inn, Greer, Bay 

!!!!l!~ !§=1Z• OUTAPEX '87, Outagamie Philatelic Society. 
Valley Fair Mall, 2145 Memorial Drive, Appleton 

fll!.9.:. s'.a=J~: WISCOPEX '87, For,d du Lac Stamp Club. sTAMP 
Holiday Inn, Fond du Lac 

ACROSS THE FENCE: Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs Newsletter . 
Published monthly, September through June. Wallace (Wally) B. Black, 
Editor. Box 236, Walworth, WI 53184, Phone: (414) 275-9597. Ad 
and copy deadline: 21st of the month. 600 copies printed. 
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